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INTRODUCTION 


This is a report on a survey of attitudes toward legalized gambling 
among Montana residents, conducted by the Gallup Organization, Inc. for 
the Montana Board of Crime Control. The survey determined the extent to 
which residents favored legalized gambling and the forms of gambling which 
meet with their approval. Attitudes toward the manner in which gambling 
regulations should be enforced was also explored. Residents' perceptions 
of the changes which might occur as a result of legalized gambling were 
examined. Finally, Montana residents' concern for problems facing the 


state and their attitude toward related issues was also measured. 


METHOD: 


Personal interviews were conducted with a representative sample of 
Montana residents age 18 years and older. A total of 1103 adult men and 
women were questioned during September, 1973. The actual questions asked 
are shown on the following pages. The composition of the sample, a 
description of the sampling procedure used and tables of recommended 


sampling tolerances will be found in the technical appendix. 
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QUESTIONS ASKED WERE: 


RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 
In your optnton what ts the MOST tmportant problem factng this state today? 


And what do you consider to be the next most important problem facing this 
state today? 


In general, how would you rate the overall moral climate of Montana -- very 
high, fatrly high, fatrly low or very low? 


Which 3 of the following problems do you think should receive the greatest 
attention by the Montana State government tn the near future? 
RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING CARD: 


Welfare/relief High taxes 

Prostitution Educational needs 

Prison reform Drug abuse 

Poverty Degeneration of the family 
Pornography Crime and lawlessness 
Pollution (air/water) Corruption in government 
Inflation . Alcoholism 


Thinking about 5 years from now, which of these problems, tf any» do you think 
will be most critical or more of a problem than they are now tn Montana? 
RESPONDENTS RETAINED CARD SHOWN IN QUESTION 4. 


And whtch, tf any, do you feel wtll be less of a problem tn Montana, than 


they are now? RESPONDENTS RETAINED CARD SHOWN IN QUESTION 4. 


On a different topte . . . How much respect do you have for law enforcement 
tn thts comnuntty - a great deal, someshardly any or none? 


In the election tn November of 1972, there was a publie referendum on 
Legaltzing gambling tn Montana. Dtd you vote FOR or AGAINST legalizing 
gambling, or dtd things come up whitch prevented you from voting in that 
electton? 


RESPONDENTS WHO "DIDN'T VOTE" OR "CAN'T RECALL" (QUESTION 8) WERE ASKED: 


9. 


ALL 
10. 


A Ike 


Well, would you say that you are FOR or AGAINST legaltztng gambling here 
tn Montana? 


RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 
Why are you for/against legaltzing gambling in Montana? 


As you may know, the voters last November gave the Montana State Legislature 
the right to legalize gambling. There are, of course, a nunber of different 
types of gambling. I would ltke your opinion as to whteh you would ltke to 
see here in Montana. As I read each type, tell me tf you would approve or 
disapprove of tt. RESPONDENTS WERE READ THE FOLLOWING LIST OF VARIOUS TYPES 
OF GAMBLING. (SHOWN ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE) 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


Bingo Betting on sports events 


Raffles : Dice games (craps) 
Punch boards Slot machines 

Off track betting Pin-ball machines 
Dog racing ' Poker clubs 

Jai Lai Casino gambling 


For each of the forms of gambling that you satd you would approve of, I'd 
ltke to get your optnton about who, .or what type of organization should be 
allowed to operate this type of gambling. RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE 
FOLLOWING LIST: 


Churches, civic clubs, fraternal lodges 

Bars or taverns 

Special events such as faivs. rodeos, etc. 

Casinos or specially licensed gambling places 

Other commercial businesses (laundromats, gas 
stations, grocery stores, etc.) 


If ganbling were legalized here tn Montana, what kind of ltcensing and 
enforcement would you ltke to see over the gambling operation? 
RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 


County government licensing and enforcing 
State government licensing and enforcing 
Some combination of the above 

No formal controls 


If gambling were legalized here tn Montana, do you think tt would be a good 
tdea to create a new agency, such as a State Gambling Commisston to tnspect 
and enforce the law, or do you think some extsting State agency should 
regulate gambling? 


RESPONDENTS ANSWERING "EXISTING AGENCY'' (Q. 14) WERE ASKED: 


16. 


Which of the state agencies listed on thts card do you think should handle 
the regulation of gambling? RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 


Board of Crime Control . 
Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services 
Department of Revenue 

Department of Public Services Regulation 

Department of Professional and Occupational Licensing 
Department of Labor and Industry 

Environmental Quality Control 

Department of Education 

Department of Business Regulation 

Attorney General - Department of Justice 
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ALL RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 


16. Again, tf gambling were to be legaltzed here tn Montana, how do you think 
tt should be licensed? Would you like to see a strict licensing policy 
that would restrict gambling to certain locations, certain times, certain 
stzes of the gambling operations, ete. or do you think it would be better 
tf there were not too many licensing regulations? 


17. Would you favor or oppose establishing a legal age for a person to be allowed 
to gamble, or not? 

RESPONDENTS ANSWERING "YES'' IN QUESTION 17 WERE ASKED: 

18. In your optnton, what age should that be? 


ALL RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 
19. In your optnion, ts there any other restriction, or restrictions, that might 
be put on persons, tf gambling were legaltzed here? 


20. If all forms of gambling were to be legaltzed here tn Montana, the state may 
collect revenue from the gambling operations. How would you ltke to see 
thts revenue spent? RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 

1. Return the money to local municipalities for their own use 


2. To increase or provide additional funding for compensation 
for innocent victims of crimes 


3. To increase or provide additional funding for welfare 
and relief 


4. To increase or provide additional funding for alcohol 
or drug abuse programs 


5. To increase or provide additional funding for education 


To reduce taxes 


RESPONDENTS MENTIONING CATEGORY 6 IN QUESTION 20 WERE ASKED: 


21. If tt were not posstble to use these revenues to reduce taxes, whitch ONE 
of these other alternatives would you prefer? RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE 
FOLLOWING LIST: 


Return the money to local municipalities for their own use 


To increase or provide additional funding for compensation 
for innocent victims of crimes 


To increase or provide additional funding for welfare 
and relief 


To increase or provide additional funding for alcohol 
or drug abuse programs 


To increase or provide additional funding for education 
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~ ALL RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 


22. 


i all forms of gambling were legalized here, in Montana, in what ways, 
tf any, do you feel tt would change this state? 


RESPONDENTS MENTIONING ANY CHANGES WERE ASKED: 


23. 


All things constdered, do you think these changes would be good for the 
state or not good for the state? 


ALL RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 


24. 


20. 


26. 


Hie 


26. 


I am gotng to read a number of statements about how Montana might change tf 
all forms of gambling were legaltzed. Some you may agree with and others you 
may disagree with. For each, tell me if tt's something you feel would: 


definitely happen, probably happen, probably not happen, definitely not happen? 
RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 


The standard of living would improve 
Poverty in the state would increase 
Prostitution would increase 

Crime would increase in the community 
Pornography would be more available 
There would be more incidences of family 


break-ups and divorces 


Even though you may have menttoned some of the problems on this card as 
definttely or possibly happening, which tf any of these do you feel would 
become out of control or major problems, tf Montana were to legaltze casino 
gambling or other types of commerctal gambling? 


Corruption in government Organized crime 

Alcoholism Crime in your county 

Drug abuse Degeneration of the family unit 
Pornography Prostitution 


In whtch ways, tf any, do you think thts type of gambling might affect you 
or your family? 


Do you feel that casino gambling and other types of commerctal gambling will 
dppeal very much, somewhat, not too much, or not at all to the people of 
Montana? 


Do you thtnk casino gambling and other types of commercial gambling will 
bring new residents to the state bestdes tourists? 


RESPONDENTS REPLYING ''YES" IN Q. 28 WERE ASKED: 


29. 


Would these new Montana restdents be the type of people you would want to see 
come to the state, or the type of people you would not want to come to the 
state? 
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ALL RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED: 


50. Thinking for a moment about the people who now live in Montana, tn whitch of 
these ways do you feel they might change tf casino gambling and other types 
of commercial gambling are legaltzed in Montana? 

RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 


More sophisticated Less friendly 

Less family oriented More open to new ideas 

More prosperous More concerned with money and 
Less prosperous material things 


51. If ganbitng were to be legalized, how popular and successful do you thtnk it 
would be -- would tt have a long term popularity and success, or do you think 
that the popularity and suecess of legal gambling would decrease as time went on? 


32. - All things considered, would you guess that legalized gambling would be good 
or bad for Montana? 


33. Would you favor or oppose legalizing prostitution tn Montana? 

34. Would you favor or oppose legaltztng martjuana tn Montana? 

35. Would you favor state or local censoring or restricting of the sale of 
pornographic materials or do you think that people should dectde for 


themselves what they wtll buy or see? 


36. Do you, yourself, ever gamble -- that ts, play cards for money, wager on 
sporting events, buy lottery tickets, etc.? 


37. Have you ever been to a gambling casino? 


38. Apart from private gambling, such as home card games, and so forth, how much, 
tf any, gambling do you think exists here in thts community -- a great deal, 
some, hardly any, or none? 


39. Here ts a list of things you might see in certain books, movies, night clubs, 
ete. Which of these, tf any, do you, personally, constder to be objecttonable 
for yourself to see? RESPONDENTS WERE SHOWN THE FOLLOWING LIST: 


Partial nudity Nude shows or performances 
Total nudity Find all objectionable 


Sex acts between men and women None objectionable 
Homosexual acts 
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SURVEY FINDINGS 





OVERVIEW OF SURVEY FINDINGS 


A large number of Montana residents believe the most important problems: 
facing the state are high taxes, pollution and the high cost of living. How- 
ever, these problems are not unique to the State of Montana and tend to be 
typical concerns of citizens everywhere. Perhaps more relevant to a discussion 
of attitudes toward legalized gambling, is the relatively large number who 
mention as most important the need for additional industry, improvements in 
the educational system, better roads and highways, or other problems of a 
Similar nature. In addition, other problems mentioned appear to reflect con- 
cerns which may work against the acceptance of legalized gambling, e.g., 
overpopulation or crime and lawlessness. It is not surprising that these con- 
cerns are raised again when residents are questioned regarding the pros and cons 
of legalized gambling in Montana. Those problem areas most often mentioned’ by 
residents are also the ones most frequently thought to be problems the state 
should devote its greatest attention tO, 1.€.,5 vaxes, pollution and inflation. 
Additionally, drug abuse and welfare are perceived as problems to which the 
state should pay great attention. The prevailing belief is that these problems 


are not only important now, but will be more of a problem in the future. 


Over half (55%) of the residents, including both those who voted in the 
November election and those who did not, reported they favor legalized gambl- 
ing in Montana. Men were more likely than women to favor legalized gambling, 
and those under age 50 were more inclined to favor gambling than older resi- 
dents. Additionally, upper income residents and those living in populated 
areas were more likely than others to favor legalized gambling. Finally, 


natives of Montana were more likely than others to support legalized gambling. 


The reasons given for favoring the legalization of gambling, in general, 
relate to the benefits to be derived from added revenue for the state's 
treasury. Opposition to gambling is usually explained in terms of non-economic 
issues. For example, fear that it will disrupt family life, concern for the 
rise of organized crime in the state, or concern for an increase in political 


corruption. 


Continued . 
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Residents are aware that gambling presently exists within their community 
and over half report gambling at some time themselves, which may help explain 
the acceptance of legalized gambling. The majority of residents believe that 
legalized gambling will enjoy long term popularity and success. However, opinion 


is evenly divided as to whether it will be good or bad for the state. 


Acceptance of Types of Gambling 


The forms of gambling which receive the greatest approval are those most 
frequently associated with fund raising activities, namely bingo and raffles. 
Over half of those expressing an opinion also approve of a state lottery, punch 
boards and pinball machines. However, with regard to other forms of gambling, 


less than @ majority of those expressing an opinion, approve of them. 


The majority who approve of bingo or raffles feel churches, lodges or civic 
clubs should be allowed to operate these games. Those who approve of off track 
betting, dog racing or jai lai most often believe they should be operated at 
special events, e.g., fairs or rodeos. Bars or taverns are most often named as 
the appropriate operators for punch boards, pinball machines and betting on 
sports events, while a large number feel dice, poker and slot machines should 


be operated by casinos. 


Regulation of Gambling Operations 


A ieee majority of residents, about eight out of ten, pea ya favor OE SinrAleG 
licensing and regulation of gambling. Nine out of ten report there should be 
a minimum legal age established. The majority would set the legal age at 18 
years -- consistent with the legal voting age; in contrast, a third would 


establish 21 years as the minimum legal age. Few other restrictions were 


Continued. . 
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Continued . 


mentioned. Among other restrictions mentioned, about one in ten thought 
the amount one could gamble should be limited and approximately an equal 


number would prohibit welfare recipients from gambling. 


Four out of ten of those interviewed thought control of licensing and 
enforcement should rest in the hands of the state, while one in ten thought 
the county government should regulate gambling. Most other residents were of 
the opinion that control should be shared by both state and county govern- 
ment. The majority of residents believe that. a new regulatory agency 
should be formed to handle legalized gambling. Among those who thought an 
existing agency should handle regulation, about 40% mentioned the Attorney 
General's office, one in four the Department of Revenue and 13% the Board of 


Crime Control. 


Use of Gambling Revenue 


Consistent with the large number of residents who expressed concern for 
high taxes, three-quarters of the respondents would like to see the revenue 
raised by gambling applied toward the reduction of taxes. Half the residents 
would favor using the revenue to increase funding for education, while about 
one in four would return the money to local municipalities or use it for alcohol 
or drug abuse programs. Fewer respondents would use the revenue to fund welfare 


programs or compensate innocent victims of crimes. 


When residents were asked to chose one alternative, other than the re- 
duction of taxes, one third would funnel the revenue into educational programs 
and almost as many would return it to local municipalities. One in five would 
increase funding for alcohol or drug abuse programs, while relatively few chose 


the other alternatives. 


Continued . 
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Perception of Chanpea Wrought About Wy Legalloaad Gambling 


Montana residents see a favorable change in the state as 4 result of 
legalizing all forms of gambling, particularly in terms of increased revenue 
and tourisn. However, they also perceive some unfavorable changes in the 
state. The two most frequently mentioned negative effects of gambling are 
the fear that amélagdiastnle elements will come into the state, e.g., organized 
crime, and relatedly fear of a higher crime rate. In addition, over one out 
of five believe that increases in prostitution, crime and family disruption 
would definitely happen as a result of legalizing all forms of gambling. As 
might be anticipated, those who favor legalized gambling are less inclined than 
others to perceive unfavorable changes. However, regardless of their attitude 
toward gambling, residents generally tend to see both favorable and unfavorable 


consequenses as a result of its legalization. 


Attitudes Toward Casino Gambling 


Approximately three out of four residents feel casino gambling will have 
some appeal to Montana residents. However, residents tend to see many negative 
consequences of legalizing this form of gambling. In terms of the changes which 
casino gambling would bring about in Montana residents, four out of ten feel 
they will become more materialistic in their outlook, and one in four believe 
they will become less family oriented. In contrast, one in four feel residents 


Will become more: open to new ideas. 


In addition, slightly more than half the respondents feel organized crime 
will become out of control if casino gambling were allowed. One-third are 
concerned that corruption in government will become out of control and almost 
as many hold a similar opinion with regard to the degeneration of the family. 
However, when asked how casino gambling will affect their own family, three- 
quarters report it will have no effect. Only a few feel it will bring economic 
benefits to their family through increased business and revenue in the state. 


Others feel it will create a bad environment in which to raise a family. 


Continued . 
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Attitudes Toward Other Issues 


Despite the relatively large numbers who expressed concern for a decline 
in morality as a possible result of legalized gambling, a significant 
minority (39%) reported they favor the legalization of prostitution. 
Residents' attitude toward the legalization of marijuana is less favorable -- 
only slightly more than one in ten favor the legalization of marijuana. 
Generally, those in favor of legalizing both activities tend to be drawn 
from the same groups as those in favor of legalized gambling, i.e., men, 


younger residents, those in upper income households, and the better educated. 


Opinion of censorship of pornographic materials is evenly divided. 
Slightly less than half the respondents are in favor of state or local 
censorship, while about the same proportion feel individuals should de- 
cide for themselves what they will buy or see. In terms of their personal 
standards, most residents find some aspect of sexual behavior found in books, 


movies, night clubs or other places of entertainment personally objectionable. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 





PROBLEMS FACING THE STATE OF MONTANA 


When asked to name, without prompting, what they thought were the most 
important problems facing the state, Montana residents most frequently men- 
tioned taxes, the high cost of living and pollution. Other frequently mentioned 
problems which may be specifically related to the state itself were the problems 
of strip mining, unemployment, the state's economy and the lack of industry. 

A number of other problems were mentioned which, while named by relatively few, 
may reflect concerns which directly or indirectly affect attitudes toward 
gambling. For example, concern for the lack of educational facilities, the condi- 
tion of roadways, overpopulation and problems associated with welfare were ex- 
pressed by some residents. A small number (3%) consider gambling one of the 
important problems facing the state. A complete list of these problems and the 


proportion of residents naming each are shown in the table below. 


Named As 
Named As Second Most Total 
Most Important Important Mentions 

Problem. ~ vA hs D 
High taxes aki 9 26 
High cost of living 14 T Ail 
Pollution : LO 9 19 
Strip mining 10 4 14 
Unemployment i i 14 

Economy of state df 3 TO) 
Lack of industry D) D LO 
Corruption in government 5 3 8 
Energy crisis h 3 if 
Drug abuse 3 4 7 
Overpopulation of state 4 2 6 
Condition of roadways 3 3 6 
Lack of educational facilities 1 h 5 
Crime 2 3 5 
Lack of water 3} 2 5 
Low wages 3 2 5 
Welfare a 3 4 

Continued . 
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Named As 
Named As Second Most Total 
Most Important Important Mentions 

RGOb Lemme re Ve i 1, 
Gambling 2 al, 3 
Emigration of young people at a 3) 
Sale of land to non-residents Il 2] iS 
Alcoholism 3 2 S) 
Lack of medical facilities * aL iL 
Miscellaneous 6 6 12 
Don't know 6 20 6 
Number of Interviews Gino's) (OB) Tn GlakKOs)) 


Some of the actual comments made are shown below: 


Taxes: 


High taxes for retired people; high taxes - tf more employment then 
more tax dollars - people tn state wouldn't have such a load; taxes 
are too high for property owners. 


Inflation/High Price of Food/Food Shortage/High Prices/Cost of Living: 


Prices on grocertes; beef prtces - shortage of meat; dollar devaluation; 
high cost of living, price sttuatton. 


Environment/Pollution: 


Pollution; atr pollution, water pollution; I think ecology of the state, 
preserve the wilderness, prevent pollutton. 


Coal Strip Mining: 


Coal field, strip mining; explottatton of state's resources; coal strip 
development and how tt affects the environment. 
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Continued . 


Unemployment: 


Job situation - work hard to find; unemployment problem - too few jobs; 
there aren't.enough jobs to go around. 


Economy of State: 


State's economte development; lack of revenue for state to spend; the 
economy of the state. 


Mackeros Industry: 


In order to keep our children tn the state we have to have new industry 
and create employment; having more tndustry here so we could keep more 
people here; no new tndustry, no growth, no new populatton. 


Politics/Corruption in Government: 
The poltttcal disaster that's upsetting the state. 


Fuel Shortage/Energy Crisis/Lack of Power: 


The fuel shortage for transportation and home heating; the nattonal fuel 
shortage ts effecting Montana; lack of power for tndustry. 


Drugs: 
Drugs, influence on our young people. 


Population: 


Too many people coming tn here; too many people moving tn and taking 
over our farmland; too many outstders moving tin. 


Road System/Accidents: 


Afraid highways will detertorate due to cut backs of funding; htgiway 
needs broadentng out tn places; lack of speed limits, terrtble roads, 
revenue not betng put tn the right places. 


Education: 


Educattonal development; moderntzatton revenues for schools; need more 
educattonal untts for techntcal development. 


Continued . 


Continued . 


Lack of Water: 


Drought, not enough water now to generate electrictty; dryness of 
elitmate; laek of ratn. 


Money/Low Wages: 
Shortage of money; wages should be higher. 


Welfare: 


Welfare; not enough jobs, people getting tt who shouldn't and those 
who need tt don't get tt enough. 


Gambling: 
Constitution bit, where they're trying to get gambling in; gamb Ling; 
the prospect of getting gambling in. 


No Young Educated People: 


So many students have to go out of state for employment; school ts 
behind the times, butlding wise. 


Sale of Land to Out of State Residents: 


Control of land tnvestors subdividing lots; taktng over ranches and farms 
from outstde the state - 45% of the land owned by outstde corporations, 
don't ltke this to happen; from what I see and hear, companies. coming tn 
for profits, not caring about the people. 
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Residents were also shown a list of problems and asked to indicate 
which three problems they thought should receive the greatest attention 
from the Montana State government. As might be anticipated, the problems 
chosen tend to reflect those mentioned on an cipnomored basis previously. 
Almost half (48%) of the respondents thought high taxes should receive the 
greatest attention, while about a third mentioned pollution. (32%) or in- 


flation (317). 


However, it is of interest that four out of ten (39%) reported drug 
abuse should receive the most attention, and a third (34%) mentioned welfare. 
Some issues appear to be of relatively little concern to Montana residents, 
fewer than 10% thought degeneration of the family, pornography, poverty, 


prison reform or prostitution should receive the greatest attention. 


Residents 'perception of the seriousness of these problems in the future 
also tends to reflect their current concerns. A larger proportion of citizens 
thought alcoholism, crime, drug abuse, taxes, inflation, pollution and welfare 
would be more of a problem five years from now than thought they would become 
less of a problem. The only problems that were inclined to be thought less 
likely a problem in five years rather than more of a problem were pornography, 


prison reform, and prostitution. 


Should Receive In Five Years Will Be . 


Greatest Attention More of Less of 
From State A Problem A Problem 

Reopen « . . ie v, vi 
‘High taxes 48 30 3 
Drug abuse 39 26 WZ 
Welfare 34 18 6 
Pollution 32 S55 IS) 
Inflation Sal eit 8 
Educational needs 29 sl US 
Crime and lawlessness 22 eal 1 5 
Corruption in government 19 al aL 
Alcoholism iS 10 
Poverty 9 8 9 
Prison reform 9 4 8 
Degeneration of the family 7 1 7 
Pornography y) 2 lal 
Prostitution db aL 9 
Don't know 33 Rh 25 
Number of Interviews (1103) (Ginros)) (1103) 
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Generally, Montana residents rate the moral climate of the state as 
very high or fairly high. About one out of ten rate the moral climate as 


fairly low, while 3% rate it as very low. 


Respect for law enforcement in the community is also high, the majority 
of residents reporting they have a great deal of respect for law enforcement 
in their community, while slightly less than one in ten report they have little 


or no respect for law enforcement. 


Rating of Overall All Residents 
Moral Climate .. . iE 

Very high IT 

Fairly high 62 

Fairly low dal 

Very low 8 

No opinion i 

Total 100 
Number of Interviews Gialo3)) 


All Residents 


Respect For Law Enforcement .. . % 
A great deal 58 
Some 30 
Hardly any ( 
None 2 
No opinion 5 
Total 100 

Number of Interviews (1103) 
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POSITION ON LEGALIZED GAMBLING 


The majority of Montana residents questioned are in favor of legalized 
gambling. About four out of ten (42%) of those interviewed reported they 
voted in favor of the referendum to legalize gambling in the November, 1972 
election, and an additional 13% did not vote but are in favor of legalized 
gambling. . Men are more likely than women to favor the legalization of gam- 
bling in Montana. Residents under 50 years of age, and those with a college 
education were more likely to favor legalized gambling than older or less 
well educated residents. In terms of family income, those in households with 
an annual family income of $7,000 or higher were more likely than lower in- 
come groups to favor gambling. Additionally, white collar workers and manual 
workers were more inclined to support legalized gambling than were farmers or 
those in the non-labor force. Finally, natives of Montana were more likely 


than non-natives to support legalized gambling. 


All Residents 


Position on Legalized Gambling .. . vA 
Voted in favor in November 1972 election he 
Voted against in November 1972 election 32 
Did not vote/Can't recall 26 
In favor of legalized gambling NS} 
Not in favor of legalized gambling 10 
No opinion | mee ae 3 
Total 100 
Number of Interviews (1103) 


I 


to 


A slight majority (54%) believe legalized gambling will have long term 
popularity and success, while 41% are of the Opinion that its popularity 
will decrease as time passes. Once again, those groups who tend to favor 


legalized gambling perceive it as having long term success. 


Opinion is about evenly divided between those who feel legalized gambling 


is good for the state (46%) and those who feel it is bad for the state (47%). 


Avett Residents 


Legalized Gambling Will... vi 
Have long term popularity and success 54 
Decrease in popularity in time Ta 
Don't know mes 
Total 100 

Number of Interviews (2103) 


All Residents — 


Legalized Gambling Will Be... hs 
Good for the state. 46 
Bad for the state 7 
No opinion eae 
Total 100 

Number of Interviews (1103) 
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The majority of residents report some gambling exists in their community 
(52%), while 15% report a great deal of gambling exists. One in four report 
hardly any or no gambling occurs in their community. The opinion that gambling 
is relatively widespread is reflected in the proportion who report they gamble 
at times(52%). In addition, a somewhat larger proportion report having visited 
gambling casino at some time (58%). As one might expect, those who tend to favor 
gambling report some personal gambling experiences more frequently than others. 
However, it is of interest that with few exceptions, the majority within all 
demographic groups report visiting a gambling casino. The most notable exception 
is young people, 18 to 25 years of age, less than half (40%) of the respondents 


in this group report visiting a gambling casino. 


All Residents 
Extent of Gambling ee 
In Community . 


Great deal 15 
Some De 
Hardly any . Clee 
None h 
Don't know TS 
Total 100 
Number of Interviews - (1103) 
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When asked why they favor legalized gambling in Montana, most answers 
relate to the benefits to be derived by the state through added revenue. 
One in four aegdents mention without elaboration being in favor of gambling 
because it produces revenue for the state, while some acknowledge the exis-— 
tence of illegal gambling at present and feel the state should use this 
existing situation to its own advantage, and others see the benefits in terms 
of lowering their own taxes. A small number admit to favoring gambling be- 
cause they personally like to gamble (6%), while a few believe it will bring 
business into the state and others favor it on the grounds of individual 
freedon. 


In contrast, the reasons given for not favoring gambling are more varied. 
About one in eight believe gambling will deprive families of income and almost 
as many see a threat from undesirable elements, particularly organized crime 
and professional gamblers. Others have personal or religious beliefs which 
oppose gambling,or feel legalized gambling will hurt the state and/or the 
individual in some unspecified way. A few residents fear gambling will lead 


to an undesirable increase in the population. 


All Residents 
Reasons For Favoring Gambling in Montana... Ok 


Produce revenue for state: It can be a good thing tf 
controlled and bring tn revenue; a great source of revenue 
for state. 26 


Since gambling already exists, state should benefit from it: 
Because they're gambling anyway - might as well be brought out 


tn open and state beneftt from the ltcenses that they would 
buy; so much gambling going on tn state and state tsn't getting 
any revenue from tt. Li 


May reduce taxes: Taxation on gambling should relieve taxation 
on property owner; lower our taxes; I think personal property 
taxes would go down. 14 


Personally like to gamble: Because I belteve tn tt; bingo games 
for elderly people ts fine for them - a wonderful thing; I'ma ; 
gambler; I enjoy tt. (6 


Gambling should be an individual choice: I think people ought to be 
allowed to have more tndivtdual rtghts; man should be allowed to 
decide for himself what ts right or wrong; gambling ts a person's 
private business; no moral tssue, people should have their oum 
choice but I'm no gambler myself. 4L 
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All Residents 
Reasons For Favoring Gambling in Montana... ts 


Gambling will bring business into state: Jt would bring tn more 
people and create more work; tt would bring in industry; Montana 


ts bastcally without industries, would bring in a lot more 
opportunittes. aL 


In favor but only of certain types of gambling: Things such as 
Lottery and other small things, not any open gambling; to legalize 


bingo, ete. and keep out big time gambling. # 


Miscellaneous: 2 


All Residents 
Reasons For Not Favoring Gambling in Montana... a 


Deprives families: It takes money away from poor; I think tt's 

an tncentive for men to gamble, instead of gtving the money to 

their famtltes; the checks are spent on gambling instead of 

taking tt home. Is 


Brings undesirables into state: Mafta and organized crime; the 
unwanted would come tnto the state; because we felt tt would 
bring tn btg time gambling; criminal element brought tnto state 


along wtth legalized gambling. abi 
Do not believe in gambling: J don't like gambling; tt isn't 
ehristtan, I don't believe tin tt. 6 


Causes corruption: The corruption that comes with gambling; 
corrupts people more than they are; tt tends to lead to 
corruptton and tf legalized would lead from one thtng to 


another. 6 
Would hurt state: JI don't like what it does to the state; I 

don't think tt would do the state any good. 5 
Does more harm than good: Gambling ts not right, ts a disease; 

won't do anybody any good; tt would do more harm than good. 5 
Causes population problems: Population would tnerease an awful 

Lot; overpopulatton of the state. 2 
Miscellaneous: 2 
Don't Know 
Number of Interviews (1103) 
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Men more frequently than women favored legalized gambling because of 
the added revenue it would bring the state. Typical of the statements made 
are the following: 

"It will bring more money into state - relteve money problems". 
(Male, age 50) 


"State can bring tn a lot of revenue tf handled in the right 


way". (24 year old, married salesman) 


"T think tt would be a great source of revenue for the state, 
tf they went about tt right tt mtght even lower taxes". 
(A single male, age 20) 
Those in middle income groups frequently mentioned that the state should 
benefit from existing gambling, for example: 


"They are gotng to gamble anyway and the state should collect 
taxes". (Said by a man with an annual income between $7,000 
and $9,999) 


"They're already gambling and might as well legalize it". 
(A high school graduate, with an annual income between 
$7,000 and $9,999) 
Residents with an annual family income of $10,000 or higher with children 
more frequently than others favored gambling because it would reduce taxes. 
Among the comments made were the following: 


"T am for gambling in order to reduce high taxes". (A married man 
with two children and an annual family income of $20,000 or higher) 


"Save us paying taxes". (Comment made by a man with two children 
and an annual income between $10,000 and $11,999) 
Women were more inclined than men to feel gambling will bring in 
undesirables, for example: 


"T am against tt because tt brings in non-destrable people". 
(A 46 year old woman with 3 children) 


"Afraid of people it would bring into the state". (A 26 year 
old woman with 3 children) 


"Brings tn poor type of person around which to raise MMOS 
(A 36 year old woman with 1 child) 


Continued . 





Continued . 


Women were also more likely than men to oppose gambling wvecause it 
deprives families. In addition, those over 50 years of age, with a grade 
school education or an annual income under $5,000 hold this opinion. 
Illustrative of their feelings are the following comments: 


"People use slot machtnes tnstead of ustng money for the family, 
they suffer". (A 50 year old woman, high school graduate) 


"Many women with ehtldren would go hungry and the county would 
have to support them". (A 78 year old, retired man) 


"Tt will take the bread and butter from the famtly". (A male 
with a grade school education and an annual family income between 


$4,000 and $4,999) 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD TYPES OF GAMBLING 


Montana residents were asked whether they approved or disapproved of 
various types of gambling. Among those who expressed an opinion, nine out 
of ten approved ok Seine and almost as many expressed approval for raffles. 
In addition, the majority of those expressing an opinion approved of punch 
boards, pinball machines and a state lottery. Opinion was about evenly 
divided with regard to dog racing and poker clubs, with slightly fewer 
approving than disapproving. With regard to other forms of gambling, a 
majority disapproved of them. Disapproval was greatest among those expressing 


an opinion about off-track betting, casino gambling and jai lai. 


nom. Number of * 


know 


Approve Disapprove Total Interviews Don't 
Y 1, f</ 


Type of Gambling... fo ~ 

Bingo 91 9 100 (1088) 1 
Raffles 85 15 100 (1042) 5 
Punch boards 60 ho 100 (1032) 6 
Pin Ball machines | Dik 43 100 (1058) 4 
State lottery Dil 43 100 (980) . ail 
Dog racing 4g Gah 100 (1003) 9 
Poker clubs | 4S 52 100 (972) 12 
Betting on sports events . 44 56 100 (1056) 4 
Slot machines 4h 56 100 (1071) 3 
Dice games 38 62 100 (1052) 

Casino gambling 34 66 100 (1048) 5 
Off-track betting 34 66 100 (966) a2 
Jai lai 32 68 100 (20) 52 





* Don't know excluded from percentage base. 
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Among those in favor of bingo, the majority (90%) feel churches, civic 
clubs or fraternal lodges should be allowed to operate bingo games. Similarly, 
those who approve of raffles most frequently name churches, civic clubs and 
lodges as operators (78%). Those who HoTOROWE of off track betting, dog racing, 
or jai lai most often mention special events such as fairs or rodeos as the 
places where these forms of gambling should occur. Punch boards, pinball 
machines and betting on sports events tend to be associated with bars or taverns, 
While those who approve of dice, poker clubs or slot machines tend to believe 
casinos or bars are the appropriate operators. Opinion is about evenly divided 


on the question of the appropriate operator for a state lottery. 


Churches Bars Other 
Civic ibs or Special Commercial Don't Number of 
Lodges Taverns Events Casinos Businesses Know _ Interviews 
Approve of ... | i ho h vA i is 
Bingo 90 13 38 12 8 2 (995) 
Raffles 78 19 47 a Bi 3 (890) 
Dog racing | 10 ale 72 23 alal 10 (491) 
Off track betting 11 22 66 pen cel 13 9 (323) 
Punch boards 20 85 My an 1S h (612) 
Pinball | 18 78 16 Lee. 25 y (590) 
Betting on sports 19 50 39 27 2 222 skal (466 ). 
Slot machines 19 67 14 66 15 4 (455) 
Dice 1) DY 16 63 JL 4 (389 ) 
Poker clubs 45 48 13 50 3} T (460) 
State lottery 26 2D 22 62 30 30 (55) 
Jai lai | 16 ai 45 34 1 23 (176) 
Casinos 10 2h a2 85 9 6. ’ (353) 


ne) 
\O 


REGULATION OF GAMBLING OPERATIONS 


Among all Montana residents, four out of ten (39%) feel the state govern- 
ment should license and enforce gambling operations, while 11% feel the county 
government sHoulal domsos | About ac many (45%) feel licensing and enforcement 
Should be performed by some combination of state and county governments as 


feel that each should have sole responsibility. Only 1% believe no formal 


controls should be imposed. 


The majority (55%) are of the opinion that a new agency should be formed 
to handle the regulation of gambling in the state. About a third (36%) feel 
an existing agency should regulate gambling. Among those who feel an existing 
agency should take responsibility for regulation, 42% believe the Attorney 
General's office should have the responsibility, 24% feel the Department of 
Revenue Should regulate gambling, and 13% name the Board of Crime Control as 
the regulating agency. Those who favor legalized gambling are somewhat more 
likely to name the Department of Revenue. Those opposed to legalized gambling 


more frequently than others name the Board of Crime Control. 


All Who Report an Existing 
Agency Should Be Responsible 


Favor Oppose 
Total Gambling Gambling 
Agency Responsible For Control of Gambling... vA i h 
Attorney General - Department of Justice he ho 4h 
Department of Revenue 24 Dy, 20 
Board of Crime Control aus} 5 18 
Department of Professional and Occupational Licensing Aa dal. 9 
Department of Business Regulation 10 ame 9 
Department of Public Service Regulations it 8 
Department of Education iL * i 
Department of Labor and Industry iL 1 % 
Department of Social and Rehabilitative Services i, a, aL 
Environmental Quality Council % 0 0 
Other 2 3 al? 
Don't know ih 4 5 
Number of Interviews (410) (211) (188) 


* Less than one-half of ae 





About eight out of ten (79%) feel there should be strict licensing of 


gambling, while 18% are of the opinion that few controls should be imposed. 


Virtually all residents (94%) believe there should be a legal age for a 


person allowed to gamble. 


The legal age mentioned by the majority is 18 


years (56%), while a third (34%) feel 21 years should be the legal age. 


Type of Licensing 


All Residents 
% 


POlieyare 
Strict licensing 19 
Not too many regulations 18 
Don't know as 
Total 100 
Number of Interviews (1103) 


Legal Age . 
Yes 
No/Don't know 
Total 


Number of Interviews 


Age Limit . 
18 years 
19 - 20 years 
21 years 
CEN TROnGeT: 
Total 


Number of Interviews 


All Residents 
hs 
9h 


(1103) 


All Who Favor 


Legal Age 
4 


56 
8 
34 


Ww 
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In addition to restrictions on the age at which a person may gamble, some 
residents would limit the amount of money one could spend gambling (10%). Others 
would prohibit welfare recipients from gambling (9%), while a few mentioned keeping 
control within the state (3%). Some residents suggested restrictions on drinking, 
those with criminal records, or those caught cheating. In addition, some feel the 
general welfare of the family should be protected, and a few feel a time limit on 


gambling should be imposed. 


All Residents 
Other Restrictions ... 7 


Limit amount of money gambled: Have a cetling on betting; limit 
the amount of money a person could lose; they should be limited 


on how much they can spend; not to spend thetr entire tneome on 

gambling; restrict people from over extending themselves; a big 

problem is with loans,people shouldn't be allowed to borrow 

money for gambling. 10 


Welfare recipients should not gamble: Anyone on welfare shouldn't be 
allowed, using government money; they would have to be off welfare 

and support themselves; don't want welfare people to use their 

money . 9 


Keep control within state: JI don't feel big corporations or existing 

large gambling organizations should be allowed tn, tt should be 

handled by state restdents; wouldn't approve of these big syndtcates 

comtng tn and taking over. 3 


No drinking allowed: Wo liquor allowed; no drunken gambling, only 
sober gambling. ) 2 


No one with a criminal record should gamble: Wo one who has 
committed a felony should be allowed to gamble; criminals should 


not be allowed to operate gambling places; anyone operating that 
ts a known ertminal should have his license revoked. | 2 


Gambling should not jeopardize families: Men with familtes should 
e restricted; should be a penalty tf a person deprives their 
familtes; shouldn't interfere with family life - shouldn't 
jeopardize health and welfare of family. 1 
Time limit: Curfew on gambling at 10 P.M.; hours - when they could 
do tt, 2:00 A.M., ltke the bars; shouldn't be an all night thing, 
time limit on tt. aL 


Strict penalty for cheating: Anyone found cheating should be barred 
from taking part in tt; should be stiff penalty tf people don't ltve 
up to the laws. nod 


Continued . 
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All Residents 


Other Restrictions ... is 
Yes, unspecified: il 
Miscellaneous: 5 


No other restrictions: JI don’t see how you could place any other 


restrictions on tt; not anything right now; not as tt ts. 52 
Don't know U9) 
Number of Interviews | (1103) 


Residents with relatively high annual family incomes were more likely than 
others to favor restricting welfare recipients from gambling. Typical of the 
statements made are the following: 


"People on welfare or reltef should not be allowed to gamble". 
(Mentioned by a 53 year old male with a family income between 
$10,000 and $11,999) 


"You wouldn't want people on welfare to gamble". (A married woman 
with an annual family income between $10,000 - $11,999) 


"Certain people should not be allowed to gamble regardless of age, 
such as those on welfare". (A 47 year old man with an annual 
income or $20,000 or over) 


Those with moderate incomes and three or more children were more inclined 


than others to restrict the amount of money spent gambling, for example: 


"Shouldn't be allowed to spend more than you have - no I.0.U.'s". 
(A woman with 3 children and an annual family income between 


$5,000 - $6,999) 


"Check to see tf they could afford tt, make sure they can afford 
it", (A farmer with an income between $5,000 - $6,999 with 4 
children) 





USE OF GAMBLING REVENUE 


The majority of residents feel state revenues from legalized gambling 
should be used to- reduce taxes (75%). Half of the residents report revenue 
Should go toward funding education, while slightly more than a fourth report 
revenue should be returned to local municipalities (28%) or used to fund 
alcohol and drug abuse programs (27%). Somewhat fewer feel the monies ob- 
tained should be used for funding welfare (17%) or compensation for crime 
victims (13%). 


All Residents 
How Revenue Should Be Spent... he 


To reduce taxes 75 


To increase or provide additional funding for 
education 20 


Return the money to local municipalities for 
their own use 28 


Increase or provide additional funding for 
alcohol or drug abuse programs eal 


Increase or provide additional funding for 


welfare and relief ALY 
Increase or provide additional funding for 
compensation for innocent victims of crimes a3} 
Don't know 2 
Number of Interviews (1103) 


Those who mentioned using the revenue to reduce taxes were asked what 
one alternative they would prefer if it was not possible to use the money 
obtained for tax reduction. About a third chose funding education (32%) and 
29% would return the money to local municipalities. Slightly fewer than one 
in five (17%) would have the funds used for alcohol and drug abuse programs, 


while only a small proportion chose the other alternatives. 


Continued . 
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All Who Mentioned 
Reducing Taxes 


Alternatives Preferred .. . i 


Increase or provide additional funding for education By 


Return the money to local municipalities for their 
own use 29 


Increase or provide additional funding for alcohol 
or drug abuse programs ILI 


Increase or provide additional funding for welfare 
and relief 6 


Increase or provide additional funding for compensation 


for innocent victims of crimes 3 
Other 2 
Don't know pally 
Total e 100 

Number of Interviews (836) 
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CHANGES RESULTING FROM LEGALIZED GAMBLING 


Montana residents perceive changes which are both positive and negative 
in character if-all forms of gambling were legalized. Opinion is about evenly 
divided between those who feel the changes which might be brought about are 
good for the state (48%) and those who feel they will not be good for the state 
(442). The positive changes they perceive relate largely to improvements in 
financial conditions within the state. One in five feel gambling would increase 
state revenue, and about one in ten feel taxes would be reduced. Increase in 


tourism as a result of gambling is also perceived by many (16%). 


On the negative side, residents expect more moral and social problems as a 
result of legalized gambling. Concern is expressed that gambling will bring 
undesirables, particularly criminals, into the state (14%) and relatedly, 13% 
feel the crime rate will increase. Others feel gambling will be a detriment to 
the state in general (8%), that corruption will increase (4%) or the family will 
degenerate (4%). In addition, alcoholism, moral decay and welfare problems are 


seen as resulting from the legalization of gambling. 


Ways State Would Change LGA. Reef 
Positive Statements... Se 


Increase state revenue: It would help, help revenue; I think the 
state would have more money to run on; good source of revenue to 
our state; tt would be a rtcher state; we could accomplish more 


goals. 22 
Increase number of tourists: Draw more tourtsts; a difference tn 

number of tourtsts; tt would bring an increase in tourist traffic. 16 
Reduce taxes: Lower property tax. 13) 
Bring in more ad More people would have money; more money 

around; tt would help general funds; more money tn ctrculation. if 
Create more jobs: It might provide more work; would increase 

employment opportuntttes. 5 


Improve highways: Make tt more prosperous for highways; posstbly 
Zt would do more for streets, roads. Q 


Improve education: Should help education; tt would help schools; 
improve education system. 


Provide funds for alcohol/drug programs: it 
Miscellaneous Positive Statements 2 
Continued . 








Continued . 
Ways State Would Change Rl Reatdenca 
Negative Statements... h 


Bring in undesirable people: JI think you'd have more rif-raf 
and a syndicate; tt might bring tn organized crime; tt would 


make a difference in the type of tourtst. 14 
Higher crime rate: Not sO much crime now ...; more crime problems; 
ereates conditions for more crime. iS; 


Detrimental to state: Jt would gust bring everything into the state 
we would not want; state would have more than they could control. 


Increase corruption: For the worst I think tt would lead to corruption; 
more corrupt. h 


Require more law enforcement: Increase police force; need a bigger 
poltce force; a lot more law enforcement; additional enforcement 
problem. I 


Cause degeneration of the family: Cause more disturbances in fantly. h 


Create welfare problems: There would be more people on welfare; be 
a watting ltst at the welfare office; cause a problem with welfare. 


Cause moral decay: Lower morality of this state. 
Increase alcoholism/drug abuse: 
Make it just like Nevada: 


Miscellaneous negative statements: 


Bring in more people (positive or negative): Population growth; 
tnerease our populatton; a big tnflux of people. | 16 


COPE SNOT Coo 


No change: ; 8 
Don't know h 


Number of Interviews (1103) 








Residents who approve of legalized gambling are more likely than those 
who disapprove to mention positive changes in the state. However, it is 
noteworthy that both those who approve and those who disapprove of gambling 
perceive favorable and unfavorable changes possibly occurring in the state 


as a result of its legalization. 


All Who . 
Ways State Would Change Total ea ate 
Positive Statements... he vi i 
Increase state revenue 22 30 10 
Increase number of tourists 16 21 10 
Reduce taxes alm ALG 4 
Bring in more money 1 10 3 
Create more jobs 5) 9 ale 
Improve highways 3 4 a 
Improve education 3 4 2 
Provide funds for alcohol/drug programs 1 i ee 
Miscellaneous positive statements 2 * 
Negative Statements... 
Bring in undesirable people 14 9 20 
Higher crime rate as} 8 19 
Detrimental fo state 8 2 14 
Increase corruption 4 2 i 
Require more law enforcement 4 5 3 
Cause degeneration of the family 4 dL “9 
Create welfare problems 3 il, 6 
Cause moral decay 3 aL 6 
Increase alcohol/drug abuse 2 al 5 
Make it just like Nevada ip ile 1 
Miscellaneous negative statements 3 2 5 
Bring in more people 16 16 15 
No change 8 9 D 
Don't know 4 2 5 
Number of Interviews (1103) (606) (468) 


* Less than one-half of one per cent. 
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Residents from manual worker households, those with a grade school education 
and those between 35 and 49 years more frequently than other groups mentioned 
increased revenue as a change resulting from legalized gambling, for example: 


"It would bring in outside business - more people would come to 
the state and more revenue". (Comment by a 37 year old woman) 


"Help state collect taxes to ease burden on property owners". 
(The wife of a manual worker) 


"Bring a lot of money into the state". (A 36 year old lumberjack 
with three children) 


Residents under 35 years of age mentioned often the increased ‘tourism resulting 
from legalized gambling. 


"T think we would have more tourists". 


Comment made by a 34 year 
old woman ) 


"I think tt will tnerease the influx of tourtsts"”. (A 2h year old 
male ) 


"A few more tourtsts coming in and spending more money". (An 18 
year old, unmarried male) 
Young residents, 18 to 25 years of age, those with a high school education 
and families with 3 or more children frequently mentioned more people coming into 


Montana. Typical of the comments made: 


"Bring in more people, make Montana bigger". (Mentioned by a female 
high school graduate) 


"Bring more people into the state". (A married man with 3 children) 
"Bring more outstde people into state". (A 25 year old women with 
three children) 
Among the unfavorable changes perceived, those 50 years of age and older 
were more likely than others to mention an increase in undesirables, for example: 


"Tt brings in the wrong type of people". (Comment made by a 56 
year old woman) 


"Ye would have an influx of undesirable people". (Mentioned by a 
51 year old man) 


"Different type of personaltty that I would not care for, same as 
Los Vegas". (A 55 year old, male, insurance agent) 


Continued . 
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College educated residents, those with high family incomes and those in 
business and professional households more often than others mentioned the 
possibility of @ high crime rate, for example: 


"Might be a little more crime to go along with tt too”. 
(Statement made by a 25 year old, college educated woman) 


"Mafia type organizations would take over and there would 
be no room for the little person". (A retired high school 
teacher ) 

"Posstbility of ertme syndicate moving tnto the state. Might 
increase juventle delinquency problem as well as overall 
erime rate". (Comment by a 46 year old woman with one child 
and an annual family income between $15,000 and $19,999) 
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In addition to obtaining their unprompted views on the types of changes 
likely to occur if all forms of gambling were legalized, residents were ques- 
tioned about six specific changes that might possibly occur. When asked the 
‘chances of the standard of living improving as a result of legalized gambling 
one in ten thought it would dec mareds, happen, while 13% reported it would de- 
finitely not happen. Others took an intermediate position, however, the overall 
tendency is toward the view that an improved standard of living would not happen. 
As might be expected, those groups most supportive of gambling were more likely 
than others to feel the standard of living would improve. In particular, men 
and those under 50 years of age tend to believe the standard of living will improve 


as a result of legalized gambling. 


While one in ten thought an improvement in the standard of living would de- 
finitely happen, about as many (13%) were of the opinion that an increase in 
poverty within the state would definitely happen. An additional 30% thought an 
increase in poverty would probably happen if all forms of gambling were legalized. 
Those groups most likely to be opposed to gambling, e.g., women, those over 50 
years of age, low income residents, were more inclined than others to feel there 


was a chance that poverty would increase. 


In addition, a majority of residents thought an increase in prostitution, 
crime and family break-ups would either definitely happen or probably happen if 
all forms of gambling were legalized. With regard to all three situations, over 
one in five reported they thought an increase would definitely happen. blightly 
less than half thought pornography would become more available and about an equal 
proportion thought it would not become more available. Those groups most likely 
to be opposed to legalized gambling tend to foresee an increase in each of the 


situations described. 


Continued . 
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Definitely Probably Probably Definitely Don't Number of 

If Gambling Were Happen Happen Not Happen Not Happen Know Total Interviews 
Legalized in Montana... % he ip To i he 
The standard of living 

would improve HOE 29 46 13 2a oOo (1103) 
Poverty in the state 

would increase 13 30 yy 9 LOO (1103) 
Prostitution would 

increase 2h 43 2h 4 5 aUolo) (1103) 
Crime would increase 

‘in the community 23 38 es ae 5) 3 100 (1103) 
There would be more 

incidences of break- 

ups and divorces 22% 40 28 6 LO (1103) 
Pornography would be 

more available 2) nS 30 38 5 ed 8 100 (1103) 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD CASINO GAMBLING 


The majority of those questioned believed that casino gambling would 
have some appeal to Montana residents. About one in five (22%) thought 


casino gambling would appeal very much and 55% thought it would appeal some- 


what to residents. 


All Who. . 
Favor Oppose 
Appeal of Casino All Residents — Gambling Gambling 
Gambling to Residents .. . vi Y Y 
Very much 22 25 19 
Somewhat D2 56 54 
Not too much 16 16 16 
Not at all 3 2 4 
Don't know 4 1 4 
Total 100 100 100 
Number of Interviews (1103) (606) (468) 


Four out of five respondents (79%) thought casino gambling and other 
types of commercial gambling would bring new residents, besides tourists, 
to the state. However, the majority of those who anticipated new residents 
reported these residents would be a type they would not want to come to 
their state (57%). Only one in five (20%) reported the new residents would 
be a type they would want to see come to Montana. This response to outsiders 
is consistent with expressions of concern about outsiders observed earlier, 
and may possibly also reflect concern previously expressed that organized 


crime might take over gambling in the state. 








= 
lo 


Respondents tend to believe casino gambling will make Montana residents 


more concerned with money and material things (387). 


In addition, about one 


in four (26%) feel residents will become less family oriented. It should be 


noted that among those opposed to gambling a decline in family orientation 


was the most frequently perceived change -- almost half mentioning it. In 


contrast, 25% of all respondents interviewed thought residents would become 


more open to new ideas. 


Montana Residents Would Become . 


More concerned with money and material 


things 


Less 
More 
Less 
More 
Less 
More 


None 


family oriented 
open to new ideas 
friendly 
prosperous 
prosperous 
sophisticated 


of the above 


Don't know 


Number 


of Interviews 


All Residents 


v 


38 
26 
25 
20 
18 
16 

9 


(1103) 
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When asked what problems might become out of control if Montana were 
to legalize casino gambling or other types of commercial gambling, the ma- 
jority of residents reported organized crime (51%). One-third (33%) thought 
corruption in government would become out of control, and almost as many (29%) 
the degeneration of the family. Of the problems they were questioned about 
only pornography was mentioned by few (7%) as possibly becoming out of control. 
Slightly more than one in ten (13%) dia not think any of the problems would 
become out of control. Concern that problems would become out of control were 
more often voiced by those who disapprove of legalized gambling than those who 


approve of gambling. 


ALLIES WiOletanits 

Favor Oppose 

. Problems Which Would All Residents Gambling Gambling 
Become Out of Control... A hs 6 
Organized crime Dak | 43 62 
Corruption in government 33 Si 37 
Degeneration of the family 29 qk 7 
Crime in respondent's county oh 13} 38 
Alcoholism Ze a5 31 
Drug abuse ag NS 39 
Prostitution 18 2 25 
Pornography { 4 12 
None of the above aS 22 2 
Don't know 4 h th 
Number of Interviews (1103) (606) (468 ) 


ee 





When asked what affect casino gambling might have on their family, 
three-quarters of the residents did not think it would have any effect. 
A few saw benefits to themselves either directly or indirectly through 
increases in business or lower taxes. Some felt it would create a bad 


environment for their family (5%) or contribute to the degeneration of 
the family (3%). 


Effect Fami 

Effect on Family All Residents 
Positive Comments ... Wo 
Bring more people/business: Create more work for me - more 


population; tt would bring more people in and create more 
bustness. 


Lower taxes: Cut down on taxes; maybe lower taxes on my house. 
Increase income: It would be good wtth the added moneys to — 
help us. 


Improve opportunities for education: 


Negative Comments . 


Create bad environment for family: Thtnk would cause us to feel more 
fearful and uneasy about living tn the communtty; scared to let 


children go or be out; I feel we would be afraid of the outstders 
such as persons on drugs and alcohol - not a good environment to 
ratse a family. 5 


Degeneration of the family: It would be more difficult to maintain 

the moral attitude within the family; tt would degenerate the 

fantly. 3 
Higher crime rate: Crime tn this county; the crime rate would be 
higher. 
Raise taxes: Make taxes go up. sy 


Contribute to alcoholism: Would tnecrease the drinking of my 
husband; alcoholtsm, maybe. ‘L 


Respondent would gamble: Probably try tt out; tt would effect me, 
T would probably go down and gamble every night; might go to bingo 


once a week. 3 
Would affect family indirectly: It wouldn't, except indirectly. il 
Miscellaneous: 2 
No effect: Won't bother us at all; probably not any. 74 
Don't know 3 
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Women, young people 18 to 25 years of age and those with moderate incomes 
mentioned the degeneration of the family more frequently than other, e.g.: 
"Gamb ling would cause disruption of famtly life". (A retired man 
with an annual family income between $5,000 and $6,999) 


"It would be a hardshtp on our family". (Comment by a wife of 
a farmer ) 


Men, those between 26 and 34 years of age and residents with a college 


education, more frequently than others reported it would raise the economy. 


"Tt would ratse my standard of living". (A 34 year old, male, 


college professor) 


"We would benefit from tt - tt's gotng to increase real estate 
values". (Comment made by a male, college graduate) 


hed 


. ib 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD OTHER ISSUES 


About four out of ten Montana residents (39%) reported they are in 
favor of legalizing prostitution. A much smaller proportion (12%) re- 
ported they are in favor of legalizing marijuana. Those who favor the 
legalization of these activities tend to be drawn from the same demogra- 


phic groups who are in favor of the legalization of gambling. 


Legalization of All Residents 
ProstiLtutdwone. hs 
Favor 89 
Oppose 5) 
No opinion EG: 
Total 100 
Number of Interviews (1103) 


All Residents 


Legalization of Marijuana... h 
Favor 2 
Oppose 85 
No opinion S255: 
Total 100 

Number of Interviews (1103) 


When questioned about their position on the censorship of pornographic 
materials, opinion was evenly divided. Forty-eight per cent of the residents 
believed the state or local government should censor the sale of pornographic 
materials, while 47% thought people should decide for themselves what they 
will buy or see. However, while opinion on censorship was divided, most residents 
find at least some public displays of sexuality objectionable to them personally. 
The depiction of homosexual acts in the media or places of entertainment was 
most frequently judged personally objectionable. Only a small proportion (7%) 
reported none of the activities they were questioned about were objectionable 
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Continued . 


Behavior in Books, Movies, Night 


Clubs, Etc. That Are Personally All Residents 

Objectionable .... a 
Homosexual acts LO 
Nude shows/performances 19 
Partial nudity 16 
Total nudity ID) 
Sex acts between men and women 14 
Find all objectionable 50 
None objectionable i 
Don't know 2 

Number of Interviews (1103) 
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TECHNICAL APPENDIX — 








SAMPLE COMPOSITION 


All Residents 


Sex 


Male 
Female 


Age 


18 - 25 years 
26 - 34 years 
35 - 49 years 
50 years and older 
‘Undesignated 


Education 


College 

High School 
Grade School 
Undesignated 


Annual Family Income 


$15,000 and over 
$10,000 - $14,999 
$7,000 - $9,999 
$5,000 - $6,999 
Under $5,000 
Undesignated 


Occupation of Head of Household 


Professional & Business: Professional, technical and kindred 
workers (e.g., engineers, accountants, nurses); Executives (managers 
officials, proprietors and public administrators). 


Clerical & Sales: Clerical and kindred workers (e.g., mail carriers, 
telephone operators); Sales and kindred workers (e.g., retail clerks, 
claims examiners). 


Manual Workers: Foremen, craftsmen, and kindred workers (exe, 
railroad engineers, machinists, linesmen, maintenance painters); 
Operatives and kindred workers (e.g., coal miners, truck drivers, 
butchers, apprentices); Service workers, Laborers. 


Farmers: Farm owners, farm managers, farm foremen, farm laborers. 
Non-Labor Force: 


Undesignated: 





—— The Gallyp O ganization, Ss 


Per Cent 


100.0 














Zoot 


gal 





Per Cent 


Ethnic Background 





Indian 2.4 
Non-Indian 97.6 

MO ORO 

Size of Community 

50,000 and over COZ 
25,000 - 49,999 4.9 
10,000 - 24,999 Teal 
5,000 - 9,999 7.4 
2,500 - 4,999 7.6 
Under 2,500 WSs 
Open Country Sei 

100.0 


-NOTE- 


Allowance for persons not at home was made by means of a "times-at-home" 
technique rather than by "call-backs". Either procedure is a standard 

method for reducing the sample bias that would otherwise result from 
under-representation in the sample of persons who are difficult to find 

at home. All results reported including the composition of the sample 

are based on data in which a "times-at-home" weighting has been incorporated. 
The actual number of interviews made for various population groups are 
reported in the findings. 


—— The Gallyp Coganization,- Ia. —— 
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THE DESIGN OF THE SAMPLE 


The Gallup Organization, Inc. maintains a national probability sample of 
interviewing areas that is used for all TRENDS surveys. TRENDS is the Gallup 
"omnibus" service. For each survey, a minimum of 1,500 individuals are per- 
sonally interviewed. An independent sample of individuals is selected for each 


survey. 


The sampling procedure is designed to produce an approximation of the a- 
adult civilian population, eighteen years and older, living in the United States, 


except for those persons in institutions such as prisons or hospitals. 


The design of the sample is that of a replicated, probability sample down 
to the block level in the case of urban areas, and to segments of townships in 
the case of rural areas. Approximately three hundred sampling locations are 
used in each survey. Interpenetrating samples can be provided for any given 


study when appropriate. 


The sample design included stratification by these four size-of-community 
strata, using 1970 Census data: (a) cities of population 1,000,000 and over; 
(b) 250,000 to 999,999; (c) 50,000 to 249,999; (d) all other population. Each 
of these strata was further stratified into seven geographic regions: New 
England, Middle Atlantic, Hast Central. West Central, South, Mountain, and 
Pacific. Within each city size-regional stratum, the population was arrayed 
in geographic order and zoned into equal sized groups of sampling units. Pairs 
of localities were selected in each zone, with probability of selection of each 
locality proportional to its population size in the 1970 Census, producing two 


replicated samples of localities. 


Within localities so selected for which the requisite population data are 
reported, sub-divisions were drawn with the probability of selection proportional 
to size of population. In all other localities, small definable geographic areas 


were selected with equal probability. 


Lo eee 
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Separately for each survey, within each subdivision so selected for which 
block statistics are available, a sample of blocks or block clusters is drawn 
with probability of selection proportional to the number of dwelling units. In 
all other subdivisions or areas, blocks or segments are drawn at random or with 


equal probability. 


In each cluster of blocks and each segment so selected, a randomly selected 
starting point is designated on the interviewer's map of the area. Starting at 
this point, interviewers are required to follow a given direction in the selec- 


tion of households until their assignment is completed. 


Interviewing is conducted at times when adults, in general, are most likely 
to be at home, which means on weekends, or if on weekdays, after 4:00 P.M. for 


women and after 6:00 P.M. for men. 


Allowance for persons not at home is made by a "times-at-home" weighting* 
procedure rather than by "call-backs". This procedure is a standard method for 
reducing the sample bias that would otherwise result from under-representation 


in the sample of persons who are difficult to find at home. 


The pre-stratification by regions is routinely supplemented by fitting each 
obtained sample to the latest available Census Bureau estimates of the regional 
distribution of the population. Also minor adjustments of the sample are made 
by educational attainment by men and women separately, based on the annual esti- 
mates of the Census Bureau (derived from their Current Population Survey) and by 


age. 





# 
Politz, A. and Simmons, W., "An Attempt to Get the 'Not at Homes' into the 


Sample without Callbacks", JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN STATISTICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Volume 44 (March, 1949), pp. 9-31 
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SAMPLING TOLERANCES 


In interpreting survey results, it should be borne in mind that all 
sample surveys are subject to sampling error, that is, the extent to which 
the results may differ from what would be obtained if the whole population 
surveyed had been interviewed. The size of such sampling errors depends 


largely on the number of interviews. 


The following tables may be used in estimating the sampling error of 
any percentage in this report. The computed allowances have taken into account 
the effect of the sample design upon sampling error. They may be interpreted 
as indicating the range (plus or minus that figure shown) within which the 
results of repeated samplings in the same time period could be expected to 
vary, 95 per cent of the time, assuming the same samp THe procedure, the same 


) 


interviewers, and the same questionnaire. : 


The first table shows how much allowance should be made for the 


sampling error of a percentage: 


Recommended Allowance For Sampling Error 
of a Percentage 


In Percentage Points 
(at 95 in 100 confidence level)* 


=-----~---------- Sample Size---------~----------- 

1500 1000 750 600 M0 200-100 
Percentages near 10 2 2 3 3 4 5 it 
Percentages near 20 2 3 4 4 5 tf 9 
Percentages near 30 3 4 4 4 6 | 8 10 
Percentages near 40 3 4 4 5 6° @ alt 
Percentages near 50 3 4 4 5 6 8 a), 
Percentages near 60 3 4 4 5 6 8 aL 
Percentages near 70 3 4 4 4b 6 8 10 
Percentages near 80 2 3 4 4 5 if 9 
Percentages near 90 2 2 3 3 4 5 % 


The table would be used in the following manner: Let us say a reported 
percentage is 33 for a group which includes 1500 respondents. Then we go to 
row "percentages near 30" in the table and go across to the colum headed "1500." 


The number at this point is 3, which means that the 33 per cent obtained 


* The chances are 95 in 100 that the sampling error is not larger than the 


figures shown. 


—— She Gallup Onganization, Jac. —— 
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“in the sample is subject to a sampling error of plus or minus 3 points. 
Another way of saying it is that very probably (95 chances out of 100) the 
average of repeated samplings would be somewhere between 30 and 36, with the 


most likely figure the 33 obtained. 


In comparing survey results in two samples, such as, fcr example, men 
and women, the question arises as to how large must a difference between them be 
before one can be reasonably sure that it reflects a real difference. In the 
tables below, the number of points which must be allowed for in such comparisons 
is indicated. 

Two tables are provided. One is for percentages near 20 or 80; the other 
for percentages near 50. For percentages in between, the error to be allowed 
for is between those shown in the two tables: 

Recommended Allowance for Sampling Error 
of the Difference 


in bercenvage: Lornts 
(at 95 in 100 confidence level)* 


TABLE A Percentages near 20 or percentages near 80 
Size of Sample 750 600 400 200 

750 D 

600 5 6 

LOO 6 6 if 

200 8 8 8 10 
TABLE B Percentages near 50 
Size of Sample 750 600 * Loo 200 

50 6 

600 t iff 

400 t 8 8 

200 10 10 io) Le 


Here is an example of how the tables would be used: Let us say that 
50 per cent of men respond a certain way and 40 per cent of women respond that 
way also, for a difference of 10 percentage points between them. Can we say 
with any assurance that the 10-point difference reflects a real difference 
between men and women on the question? The sample contains approximately 750 


men and 750 women. 





* The chances are 95 in 100 that the sampling error is not larger than the 


figures shown. 
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Since the percentages are near 50, we consult Table B, and since 
the two samples are about 750 persons each, we look for the number in the 
column headed "750" which is also in the row designated "750." We find 
the number 6 here.- This means that the allowance for error should be 6 
points, and that in concluding that the percentage among men is somewhere 
between 4 and 16 points higher than the percentage among women we should be 
wrong only about 5 per cent of the time. In other words, we can conclude 
with considerable confidence that a difference exists in the direction 


observed and that it amounts to at least 4 percentage points. 


If, in another case, men's responses amount to 22 per cent, say, 
and women's 24 per cent, we consult Table A because these percentages are 
near 20. We look in the column headed "750" and see that the number is 5. 


Obviously, then, the 2-point difference is inconclusive. 
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